
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
PRESIDENT 
Shanyn Godward 
Richmond Hill Fire & Emergency Services 
1200 Elgin Mills Road East 
Richmond Hill, ON L4S 1M4 
shanyn.godward@richmondhill.ca 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT 
John Majik 
New Tecumseth Fire Rescue 
24 Tupper St. West 
Alliston, ON L9R 1E4 
jmajik@newtecumseth.ca  
 
SECRETARY 
Brianna Varsamis 
Whitchurch-Stouffville Fire & Emergency 
Services 
100 Weldon Road 
Stouffville, Ontario L4A 1N2 
brianna.varsamis@townofws.ca  
 
TREASURER 
Michael Ross 
Georgina Fire and Emergency Services 
165 The Queensway South 
Keswick, ON L4P 3S9 
mross@georgina.ca 
 
DIRECTORS 
Shelly Leger 
Hamilton Township Fire and Emergency 
Services 
2598 Van Luven Road 
Baltimore, ON K0K 1C0 
fireprevention@hamiltontownship.ca  
 
Teagan Knowles 
Brantford Fire Department 
60 Clarence Street 
Brantford, ON N3T 0C7 
tknowles@brantford.ca  
 
Jason Benn 
Centre Wellington Fire Rescue 
250 Queen St. W.  
Fergus, ON N1M 1S8 
jbenn@centrewellington.ca 
 
Jessica Buczynski 
Cambridge Fire Department 
1625 Bishop Street North 
Cambridge, ON, N1R 7J4 
buczynskij@cambridge.ca  
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Kevin Vaughan 
Ajax Fire & Emergency Services 
65 Harwood Avenue South 

    
   

 
 
 

Program Overview: 
• The OAFE Bursary Program provides financial assistance to encourage students 

to purse a career in Fire Services.  

• One $1,000 bursary will be awarded annually to a student enrolled into a Fire 
Service Protection and Prevention program at the College level.   

Eligibility: 

• The OAFE Bursary is open to all students enrolled in a Fire Service Protection 
and Prevention program at an Ontario College for the term following the award 
of the bursary. 

• Applicant must be a resident of Ontario and a Canadian Citizen. 

• Students must have an interest in and contribute to their community through 
active participation in extracurricular activities in fire and life safety. 

• Applicant must complete the required application package. 

• The awards are non-renewable and non-transferable. 

Application Requirements: 
Each application will include the following: 

• Name and signature of application 
• Applicant’s college transcript 
• Applicant’s resume that includes details of extracurricular activities and 

contributions to fire and life safety  
• Demonstration of financial need 
• 300 word explanation of why the applicant aspires to be working in the Fire 

Service. 
• 500 word essay on the importance of Fire & Life Safety Education (public 

education) and why it is important to you. 

• Each application must include a recommendation letter from the Program Co-
Ordinator. 

Application Deadlines: 

• Applications will be accepted via the OAFE website. 

• Applications will be due by March 13th 2026. 

• The monetary awards will be forwarded to successful applicants upon the 
completion of the judging and only after the receipt of College confirmation of 
acceptance and evidence of student commitment to enter a college fire safety 
program. 

Consents for Photo & Communications: 

• The bursary winner will be required to provide the OAFE with a photo. 

• The bursary winner consents to their photo being posted on the OAFE website 
and used in other communication by the OAFE. 
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